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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Recently I was asked to write a devotional for the 2015 Lenten Devotional booklet for Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church in Charlottesville, Virginia, the church where I was the senior pastor for 2001-2010. I share 
it with you as Food for Thought as we prepare for the upcoming season of Lent. 

 

A Cloud of Witnesses 

Read: Hebrews 12:1-13 

September 20, 2014, started out as a quiet, peaceful Saturday morning at our home in Williamsburg until 
Linda and I turned on our cell phones and discovered we had voice mail messages from my sisters in Ber-
ryville. They had been trying frantically to reach us to give us the sad news that our family home had burned 
down in the early hours of the morning and that my mother and great-nephew had not survived. Our whole 
world was suddenly and inexplicably turned upside down. When we arrived at the family farm later that day, 
we were greeted by family and friends, firefighters and rescue volunteers, and other members of the commu-
nity who came to help and support us during this devastating tragedy. The sight of so many people made all 
the difference in helping us to cope with such terrible loss.  

My mother was the first person I reached out to in 1975 when I felt the call to ordained ministry while I 
was a student at Virginia Tech studying pre-veterinary medicine. She told me she always believed I was des-
tined for the ministry but had not told me before because she believed it had to come from the Lord. For the 
next 40 years she surrounded me with encouragement and strength as I made this journey of faith. I am re-
minded of these verses from Hebrews 12:1-2: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God.  

All of us will come to crucial moments in our lives when we are asked to endure what seems beyond our 
strength. And it is beyond our strength if we try to do it alone.  

But we are not alone. There is a Friend greater than any friend, a Savior named Jesus Christ, who en-
dured more pain and heartache than we ever will. He kept running and finished His course. And there is a 
cloud of witnesses cheering for us. We can make it, whether it is a crisis with our health, a crisis within our 
family, a failure on the job – whatever it might be. This is the Gospel. We can go on. We follow a long line of 
people who kept their eyes on Jesus and who have persevered and been victorious. I am comforted in the 
knowledge that my mother has joined that long line of witnesses and is still cheering me on. I am able to 
persevere in the calling to which I have been called, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

Stephen Ministry 
When your world turns upside down, a Stephen Minister can be there with you. 



 

3 

Heard 
About 
Messy 

Church? 
We need you!  With the overwhelming response 

to our January Messy Church, we need even more 
hearts and hands to get busy for God.  If you have 
a heart to reach out to new people and families in 
our community, think about joining the Messy 
Church team.  There are positions open in every-
thing from planning, kitchen help, craft supervisors, 
hospitality and greeting, set up and take down, and 
lots of just plain old jumping in where needed.   

The next Messy Church event is coming up 
soon, on Tuesday, February 10 from 5:30 p.m. 
-7:30 p.m.   

If you have a talent to share, please contact 
Pastor Kay at kbarre@williamsburgumc.org or 
talk to any of our church staff. 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 
 

We got Messy!   

Tuesday night, January 13, was a fantastic 
event for our first official Messy Church gathering.  
We had 110 people participate, many of them who 
had never been here at WUMC.  The crowd ranged 
in age from 4 months old to over 80 — it was truly 
a cross-generational event!  People made a myriad 
of crafts, played everything from board games to 
cornhole, and even joined in a free-for-all paper 
“snowball” game.  Families had an evening of fun, 
worship, and praising God through song and prayer.  
Many people worked hard from the staff to a large 
corps of dedicated volunteers.  I think the entire 
Messy Church team was overwhelmed with the suc-
cess of the kick-off event.   

As I watched the semi-organized chaos, saw 
kids laughing and playing and parents getting to 
know each other, one thing was very clear to me:  
God is here.  God is present in all of our ventures, 
but I believe that when we listen to his call and step 
out in faith we are the most blessed.  Taking a 
chance on something new and different is never 
easy.  It is always simpler to rest on our laurels and 
do it “the way it’s always been done”.  But it is only 
through change and risk taking that we truly grow. 

Think about some of our favorite bible stories.  
Abraham had to leave his homeland behind him, the 
Israelites traded a known life in Egypt for the un-
known promised land, Paul had to journey out 
across the world to engage new places and people 
for Christ.  It was never guaranteed to be easy, but 
each believer was able to rely on the presence and 
love of God through even the most difficult of times.   

As we begin together the journey of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday, February 18, I’d like to invite you to 
participate in a season of reflection.  Ask not only 
what God would have you give up, but what you 
are being called to anew.   Is there a place in your 
life where you have been considering trying a new 
path, but have been hesitant to give it a try?  Per-
haps this is the year!  Whether it is volunteering in 
a different way, taking a Christopher Wren class, or 
as big as changing careers or going back to school, 
God constantly calls each one of us to be our best 
selves, to grow as people and as Christians.   

What are your growing edges?  How are you 
being called?  Let’s ask these questions together.  
Sometimes life may just get a little Messy. 

Please join us in welcoming into the 

 world 

 

 
 

Born December 19, 2014 to  

Laura Cornett Wang and Sung Wang. 

Grandson of John and Susan Cornett! 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 

 born within the last few months!  

It’s A !! 

Gabriel Alexander Wang 

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
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Mid-Week Bible Study for Lent on Galatians 
Meets in Fellowship Hall Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. & Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. 

 

The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study beginning Wednesday, February 25 and Thursday, February 26, will fea-
ture a special study for Lent on the Letter to the Galatians.  This five-week study will conclude on March 
25/26. Paul’s letter to the Galatians has had an immense impact on the Christian understanding of the role of 
faith in our being made right before God. Responding to a severe challenge to his gospel and apostleship, 
Paul defends “the truth of the gospel” (Galatians 2:5, 14): A person is made right before God on the basis of 
what God has done in the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ rather than on the basis of doing the 
works of Moses’ Law. The letter’s message is found in Galatians 2:16: “We know that a person isn’t made 
righteous by the works of the Law but rather through the faithfulness of Jesus 
Christ.” Salvation is God’s gift; it cannot be earned. In this Bible study during Lent 
we will explore what Paul’s message to the Galatians means for Christians today. 
Prior to our Wednesday evening study each week we will share a Meager Meal of 
soup and bread prepared by ministry groups in our congregation. 

Sermon  

Series for 

Lent 
“Practicing Love through the 

Power of the Spirit” 

Life is a choice. Day by day we 
make decisions which shape the 
character of our lives. The habit of good conduct is 
an indispensable element in the construction of a 
good life. So what does it mean to be a good per-
son? What do good people have in common? How 
can I construct a good life? In one sentence the 
apostle Paul sums up what it means to live a good 
life. He calls this the “fruit of the Spirit”: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). 
The good life is the outcome of the Spirit’s working 
in the lives of believers. In a series of sermons for 
Lent beginning Sunday, February 22, we will explore 
how these nine characteristics of a Christian em-
power us to “practice love through the power of the 
Spirit,” and thereby live a good life. 

Lenten Shoe Boxes   
Shepherd’s Fold Ministry will deliver 25 wrapped 

shoeboxes filled with modest gifts to members who 
are no longer able to attend worship.  The intent is 
to include one gift to unwrap each day of 
Lent.  Each shoebox contains the items listed be-
low.  Place items in the designated bin by Feb-
ruary 4.  All items should be unopened and un-
used.  Questions?  Call Vikki DiToto (903-4976) or 
Vikkilynn@cox.net. 

 Two each of the following:  combs, ink 

pens, Chapsticks, small note pads, post-its 

 One each of the following: nail file, cork-

back coasters, toothbrush, washcloth, small 
Easter-related trinket or stuffed animal, 
package of greeting or note cards, scotch 
tape, sachet 

 Travel sizes of the following: shampoo, 

hair conditioner, soap, deodorant, bath pow-
der, toothpaste, mouthwash, hand lotion, 
pack of Band-Aids, 
Woolite pack, hand 
sanitizer, Handi-wipes 
(singles or travel 
pack). 

 

Thanks so much! 

Lenten Season Events 

mailto:Vikkilynn@cox.net
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You Are Invited . . .  

Sexuality & the United 

Methodist Church, 

a Conversation 
Beginning February 22 

Meets Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Any discussion about sexuality and faith 
can be difficult. We hope, however, to pro-
vide a forum in which we can model love 
and respect for one another as we engage 
in conversation about things that are hard to 
talk about.  Questions? Comments? Sugges-
tions? Contact Rev. Kay Barré or one of the 
other pastors (229-1771). 

Speaker Announced  
for First  

Lenten Meager Meal 
Covenant missionary Meridith Whitaker will be 

with us on Wednesday, February 25 at our first    
Meager Meal of the Lenten season.  Meri serves as 
director of the Cookson Hills Center in northeast-

ern Oklahoma where she coordi-
nates services for seniors and chil-
dren and is especially involved in 
cottage industries developed for 
the chronically underemployed.   
Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend so that you can hear all 
about this mission supported by 
our church.    

Lenten Meager Meals 
Beginning on February 25 and continuing the 

next five weeks through Lent, you are invited to at-
tend our Lenten Meager Meals on Wednesday 
nights from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 pm.   During Lent, we 
are encouraged to eat a meager meal (non-meat 
soup, water and bread) at least once a week in or-
der to unite ourselves with the poor and hungry 
among us.   Various church groups will be preparing 

and serving the vegetable 
soup and bread, and the 
cost is only $2.00 per adult 
(children 10 and under are 
free).  The United Methodist 
Men will be selling tickets at 
the Crossroads Table begin-
ning Sunday, February 1.   

Lenten Season Events 

After Meal Activities 

Adults:   

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study  
from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

Youth:   

Confirmation Class – begins February 11.   

Beginning February 25, come for dinner at 5:30 
p.m. and have class from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 pm.  

Ages 8th grade and older. 
 

Children:   

“Hands of Hope,” our children’s mission program 
for 4-year-olds through 5th graders, moves to  
Wednesday night from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 pm.   
Learn about helping others and do hands-on  
projects.  Contact Cindy Banek 229-1771 or 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Schedule and Host Groups 

 February 25 - United Methodist Men 

 March 4 - Sanctuary Choir 

 March 11 - Youth Group 

 March 18 - Messy Church Team 

 March 25 - United Methodist Women 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
February 2015 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, February 2 at 9:30 a.m. in the church den.   The guest 
speaker will be from Heart Havens. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, February 3 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309, followed by 
lunch at a local restaurant.  Bishop Hasbrouck Hughes will speak about the Society of St. 
Andrew. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  – Tuesday, February 3 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.   Program:  We will 
be making Valentine cards for children at Alaska Child & Family Services. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, February 4 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.   Cindy Banek will be speak-
ing about “Messy Church”. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, February 9 at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309.   Members will package vitamins for 
the Hook’s upcoming mission trip to Honduras. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, February 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the church den.   Rev. Charles Swadley will give 
our program, “Changing Times---Changing Community.” 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  Our guest speaker will be Eliza-
beth Ameling, Director of Latisha’s House in Williamsburg which is now in full operation. 

 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, February 17 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg 
Landing Main Building in the Auditorium (on the kitchen side). 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

United Methodist Day – February 5 at the General Assembly in Richmond 

Breakfast with United Methodist Men – February 7 in Fellowship Hall 

WUMW Local Board Meeting – February 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

The next meeting of the UMW Book Club will be Monday, February 9, at 7:00 
p.m., at the home of Karen MacPherson, 3296 Reade’s Way, Williamsburg, across 
from Jamestown High School. We will be reading and discussing, The Whistle-
blower—Sex Trafficking, Military Contractors, and One Woman’s Fight for 
Justice, by Kathryn Bolkovac (Social Action category).  All are welcome to come for 
the discussion.  

The church library has many UMW Reading List books to discover and enjoy. 
There are also reading list books for children and youth. Response magazine, full of 
stories of UMW mission work is found in the church library as well. Please stop by 
and use our church library—a hidden gem and a valuable and wonderful resource 
for all readers. 

For more information, contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617) or cpbrinkley@aol.com. 

United Methodist Women Book Club  

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Candle Burning Ceremony 

and  

First General Meeting for 2015 
 

Saturday, March 21 at 10:00 a.m.  

in Fellowship Hall 
 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will 
host a candle burning ceremony on Saturday, March 
21.  This time of coming together is an opportunity 
to honor and remember loved ones.  Your donations 
will allow our candle to burn one second for each 
$0.60 donated.  ALL donations support UMW world-
wide missions. 

During the ceremony, we will hear the names of 
loved ones read aloud.  We will pray, sing hymns, 
share a litany, and hear a mission update. 

Please join us for this first WUMW General Meet-
ing of the year.  If you are unable to attend, you 
may still donate to this worthwhile cause, and your 
loved one’s name will be included with the others 
that will be honored or remembered at the ceremo-
ny.  Forms are available from circle leaders, Virginia 
Morgan, or the church office and will be in the 
church bulletin on February 15, 22, and March 1 
and 8.  Please attach contributions to the form and 
leave them in the Candle Burning box in the church 
office by March 16. 

If you would like to display a picture of the peo-
ple that you are honoring or remembering, please 
contact Virginia Morgan or bring the picture the 
morning of the ceremony.   

Light refreshments will be served.  If you have 
questions, please contact Virginia Morgan (565-
6162) 

United Methodist Men’s 
Sweetheart Breakfast will be 
February 7, 8:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. Local musician, Tim 
Seaman, will provide the enter-
tainment. Tim is a master of nu-
merous instruments, including 
the hammer dulcimer. Wives or 
significant others are invited. Full 
breakfast provided will cost $7.00 
per person.  For reservations, 
contact Charley Skillman (258-
4930).  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Questions Questions Everywhere!! 
 

By Andy Glascott, Youth Director  

I love questions. Most of the time, I can answer them. Not always accurately or fully, but on the whole, I 
love them. The way questions are asked is one of the big differences I’ve noticed between here and Ireland/
England. Instead of asking “pass me the paper please?” my Mum’s classic from my youth was “Would you 
throw me over the paper?” I never did pluck up the courage to take it literally.  

Such is my love of questions that we regularly have Q&A sessions at youth group – any question goes on 
any topic. Questions are written down so they can be asked anonymously and that has lead to some very 
meaningful, pertinent questions on life, love and the universe. Of course, it also means the same question 
can get asked more than once and last Sunday I confirmed 3 times that my favourite colour is green!  

Sometimes we shy away from questions though, we see them as a threat. Jesus used questions regularly, 
not as a threat, but to help people to reflect and to share their opinion, which he no doubt valued. Put “what 
do you think?” into Biblegateway.com and it turns up a dozen results from the Gospels, often a direct 
question from Jesus.  Yes, I love answering questions, but I also enjoy posing them, being made to think and 
helping others to think. 

Thankfully, I don’t have all the answers, and there have been times when 
faced with a question (such as “when did humans start living in houses?”) my 
answer has been “Google it!”. If you are a questioner, and answerer, or just 
have some life experience to share, you may well have a role to play in sup-
porting our youth program. Asking a question doesn’t commit you to being in-
volved. You can always ask me a favour, but I can’t always give the answer 
you want. Ask me about how you might be able to be involved in our youth 
program. And we’ll ask you plenty of questions in return. 

Confirmation 2015 
2015 has arrived, and in a couple of weeks we’ll be starting a series of sessions preparing for Confirma-

tion. The dates and times etc. are below, but before we get there, a question. If you were baptized as a ba-
by, do you remember the promises that were made that day . . . ? 

I didn’t think so.        And that’s part of what Confirmation is all about, being able to take those promises 
on for yourself, to be able to say “Yes, I believe in Jesus, Yes, I turn away from sin, Yes, I will honor God in 
all I do.” Of course, we all know it’s one thing to say that and another to try and live it day in, day out. Over 
the course of 6 weeks we’ll look at all sorts of questions and topics as we explore what Confirmation means 
in more depth, what being part of the Methodist church specifically is about and much more. At the end of 
the 6 weeks it will be decision time, whether or not you want to be confirmed, at a special service at church, 
and publicly affirm your faith in Christ. It’s possible that not everyone will be ready to do that at that point, so 
it’s absolutely fine to come to the sessions and make your own decision at the end.  

We’ll meet each Wednesday from February 11 to March 18 (except Ash Wednesday, February 18) from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at church, which includes dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Confirmation is open to anyone in 8th 

Grade and above and we expect parents to be part of the first session on 
February 11. 

If you want to find out more please speak to either Rev. Kay Barré or 
Andy Glascott, details below.  Contact either of us through the church office 
on (757) 229 1771 or: 

Andy Glascott 
aglascott@williamsburgumc.org  

Cell:  969-3545 

Rev Kay Barré 
kbarre@williamsburgumc.org 

file:///C:/Users/Lkoch/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5JVIDUX9/biblegateway.com
mailto:aglascott@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
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SCOUT ACTIVITIES 
We have three Scouting organizations that meet at our Church and provide construc-

tive and appropriate activities to the young people in the Williamsburg community. 

Troop 103 recently celebrated its 90th anniversary.  The troop strives to be relevant to 
today's young men.  Do you have any particular skill or talent that you would like to teach 
to our Scouts?  Please contact Bob Spencer if you have any interest.  Troop 103 is partic-
ularly blessed in the number of young men who have achieved the rank of Eagle.  There 
are a number of Scouts working toward this goal in 2015.  Can you suggest any possible 
community or church project for an Eagle Scout project? 

Pack 103 continues to thrive, with close to 100 boys participating in the program.  
This year, the Pack is planning to have a Blue and Gold event similar to last year when 
more than 200 people participated in the Blue and Gold dinner in Sadler Hall on the Wil-
liam and Mary campus. 

Venturer Troop 103 is a group of young men and women who have a focus on sailing, 
in addition to other outdoor scouting activities.  Volunteers are always needed.  Contact 
Rick Hillyer if you have some time available.  

All three organizations have now completed re-chartering for 2015. 
 

Bob Spencer 
Chartering Organization Representative 

Early Childhood Music School News 
 

Registration for fall 2015 begins March 16.  Children, ages two months 
through six years, are eligible for enrollment on a first-come-first-serve basis.  
Morning, afternoon and evening times are available Monday – Thursday beginning 

in September.  Group piano classes for adults are also available. 

The weekly classes in music and movement, taught by internationally certified instructors, include age-
appropriate experiences with singing, listening, moving and playing instruments.  Children’s natural musical 
instincts are nurtured in a positive environment that requires parental involvement.   

Early Childhood Music School, a ministry of Williamsburg United Methodist Church, has, again, received 
international recognition as “An exemplary school.”                                     

To learn more about ECMS or to receive a registration form,  
please contact Cindy Freeman, Director  

(229-1771 x108) or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org 

E.C.M.S welcomes three new members to the Advisory Board: Will Bennett, 
Alison Broaddus, and Rita Welty, and we thank Glenith Whitaker for taking the 
helm as Chairperson.  We gratefully acknowledge Donna Herman and Sue Ste-
berl (outgoing Chair) for three years of faithful service to the Board and the 
School. 

Pictured is Norma Champion, sharing 
the gathering drum with one of her 18 
weekly classes of infants and toddlers.   

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org
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February is “Library Lovers Month.”  If you haven’t vis-
ited our church library, now is the perfect time to come 
bask in the comfortable and peaceful atmosphere, discover 
the treasure trove of resources available,  and fall in 
love.  To assist you in finding your away around, on the 
checkout desk there are several notebooks.  On the pull-
out shelf are two which include information on all the 
books in our adult collection, one alphabetical by author 
and the other by title.  On the bottom shelf is one, listing 
all the books in the children’s collection by author, title and 
subject.  And new in response to your inquiries, is a note-
book in which you’ll find a floor plan of the library, a brief 
summary of what you’ll find where, and a condensed out-
line  of the Dewey Decimal System, listing by number and 
subject, the main categories in our collection. 

Two special books have been added to our adult collec-
tion this month.  What was the World of Jesus? by Carl 
Roemer chronicles the history of the turbulent years be-
tween the testaments, knowledge of which is essential to 
better understand the complexities of the time in which 
Jesus lived.  Journeying with the author readers will 
“encounter the story behind the story—a background that 
opens up a fresh, new experience of the Gospels and 
shares the words and actions of Jesus as they were experi-
enced by early Christians.” 

And if your interest was piqued by Helen’s review of 
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande in last month’s 
“Messenger,” it is now in our library.  Here, through stories 
from the author’s professional and family experience, read-
ers will discover ways our health care systems can both 
facilitate and create obstacles to well-being and how all 
involved in caregiving can do a better job of nurturing 
those in their care. 

New for the children is What is God? by Etan Boritzer, 
“an exploration for children of major world religions, peo-
ple’s yearnings for understanding of God and how people’s 
need for each other can be met through faith and trust in 
each other.”  Our thanks to Laura Viancour for her 
thoughtful gift of this wonderful book.  Wonderful as well 
are the seasonal offerings available for the children this 
month.  Check out The Day it Rained Hearts, meet Val-
entine, discover All the Places to Love and see if you 

can Wake Up, Vladimir. 
 

 “I’d be happy if I could think that 
the role of the library was  

sustained and even enhanced in 
the age of the computer.”   

– Bill Gates 

Library News Silver Saints 
Luncheon 

Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet on 
Wednesday, February 11 at noon in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Our special guest will be spring-
er spaniel, "Rocky".  His owner, Mary 
Beach will talk to us about his training and 
his job as a therapy dog.  Please bring a 
dish to share, 
$1.00 for the chick-
en and food items 
for FISH.  All are 
welcome!  Ques-
tions?  Contact Art 
& Loretta Heezen 
(565-2518). 

Sweetheart  

Banquet 
 

Last Chance  

to Purchase Tickets  
 

February 1 is the deadline for pur-
chasing tickets to the fifth annual 
Sweetheart Banquet.  This elegant, ca-
tered affair will be held in Fellowship Hall Fri-
day, February 6, beginning at 5:45 p.m. with 
yummy appetizers and Valentine Berry Punch 
(courtesy of ECMS Board members).  The 
Sweetheart Banquet is a benefit for Project 
Outreach.  Tips received during the evening 
support scholarships for financially disadvan-
taged families.   

Tickets are $30 
per person and will 
be available at the 
Crossroads Table, 
February 1 or by call-
ing Susanna, 566-
4648.   Childcare is 
available for $6 per 
child (includes pizza). 
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Mid-Winter School Supply Refresher  
Begins February 1  

Just like staple supplies in our homes, our schools need regular infusions of classroom materials.  Please 
help our students (and their teachers!) with mid-year contributions.  There are bins marked “School Sup-
plies” in the reception area of the church annex.  Please choose from this list of most needed items: 

 

 

 

 

 
From Your Local Outreach Team 

Meet Us at the “Crossroads” 
“Crossroads” Information & Outreach Table began in 2007 highlighting different groups and/or activities 

to increase awareness of the many ministries at WUMC.  We want to continue this information ministry with 
some new guidelines.  Beginning February 1, only two ministries will be able to sign up for any given 

week.  This will enable a small concentration of ministry each week, not overwhelming our mem-
bers and visitors.   

A calendar will be placed on the hallway bulletin board outside the Sanctu-
ary.  Please sign up for your date; you may sign up for several dates, but remember, 

only two ministries on any given Sunday.  Two tables will be available for use in 
the Atrium with signs for each ministry.  

For the week you sign up, please email nreynolds@williamsburgumc.org by 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. with a short description of your ministry to be placed in This 
Also Is Our Worship.  Questions?  Contact Nancy Reynolds or Cindy Banek in the 
Church Office (229-1771). 

"Living YOUR God-Given Life Purpose"  Class 
February 4 - March 25 

Meets Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
In The Den  

 

This class will include references from The Bible: God Is Everywhere by Barbara Bur-
row; "Be ALL You Can Be," by John Maxwell; "It Works" by RHJ; "Chicken Soup for the 

Soul," by Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hanson; "The Success Principles" by Jack Canfield 
and Janet Switzer; in addition to works by Neville Goddard, Henry Cloud, Wayne Dyer 
and various other authors.  This class is designed and led by Rev. Jeanne Forrest to help 

us grow in awareness and spiritual development, as we seek to understand who we really 
are, and our relationship with God as we discern and live our "God-given Life Purpose."  

Contact Rev. Forrest for information (503-3550). 

 Black composition notebooks, 

college ruled or wide ruled 

 Notebook filler paper, college 

ruled or wide ruled 

 3- ring binders, 1 ½” - 3” 

 Subject dividers, 5 or 8 tabs 

 Wooden #2 pencils 

 Ball point pens, blue or black 

 Dry erase markers, black 

 Markers, washable  

 Crayons, 24/box 

 Highlighters 

 Backpacks 

 Boxes of tissues 

mailto:nreynolds@williamsburgumc.org
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Help the 

Homeless 

with 

Household 

Goods! 
  

One of the many organizations that WUMC sup-
ports is the United Way of Greater Williamsburg.  As 
some of you know United Way and the members of 
the Housing Collaborative have been working hard 
to secure permanent housing for many who are 
homeless or precariously housed.  2014 was a great 
year because they secured a partnership with a new 
landlord who wants to work in partnership with the 
Collaborative and this will provide a large number of 
rental properties for those in need.   That is the 
good news!!  

All of this moving means needed furniture and 
household goods for each household.  The ware-
house is starting to clear out and your help is need-
ed:  dressers, tables/chairs, couches, bed frames 
(they usually get a number of mattresses), side ta-
ble, coffee tables and right now especially washers 
and dryers in working condition.  There are three 
new units that do not have washers and dryers.  For 
household goods, pans, dishes, silverware, utensils, 
towels, comforters, rugs,  and other household 
items are needed.   

Right now there are 8 units with 23 people be-
ing housed.  More are coming on line.   

On behalf of the families that have and will be 
housed . . .  Thank You!   

You can contact the United Way at (253-2264) 
to find out where and when you can drop off your 
goods, or contact Pastor Kay (229-1771) or 
kbarre@williamsburgumc.org for more infor-
mation about this Local Outreach opportunity.  

Opening Our Eyes 
 

From Local Outreach Team 
 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you some-
thing to drink?  And when was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you 
sick or in prison and visited you?”  And the king 
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did 
it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.” 

This scripture from Matthew is so familiar that 
many of us can quote it exactly.  We work hard at 
feeding hungry people, clothing people and caring 
for our sick.  But the last part of Jesus’ mandate is 
the part we shy away from because it is scary and   
“unknown”.  Unless incarceration has personally 
affected you, it is remote and easy to ignore.  
Knowing more about the needs of people in pris-
ons and jails, juvenile intervention programs, and 
support for community re-entry can shine light on 
concrete ways Christians can “visit” those in pris-
on through our actions and our support. 

In the March Messenger we will highlight the 
Kairos Prison Ministry which brings God’s message 
of love to men and women incarcerated in correc-
tional facilities in Virginia, in the United States, 
and around the world.  We will focus on ways that 
as individuals and as a congregation we can sup-
port the work of Kairos.  Lyman Hubbard of our 
congregation is part of the Kairos Team that min-
isters at Greensville Correctional Center, and he is 
available to speak to groups within our congrega-
tion.      

In the following months we will focus on the 
Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail, the Merrimac Ju-
venile Detention Center, and community re-entry 
programs, always with an eye to finding ways that 
we as individuals, as small groups, as a congrega-

tion, and as a Christian 
denominat ion can 
make a difference in 
the lives of those who 
are imprisoned, their 
families, and those who 
minister to them.    

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
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Emergency Homeless Shelter 
  

Williamsburg United Methodist Church is one of 21 local churches that hosts 
the Community of Faith Mission emergency shelter for homeless people in our 
community during the winter months. This year our week was the week before 
Christmas.  

It takes close to 100 people to set up the shelter, to make sure the guests 
are welcomed and properly checked in, to make the guests feel secure enough 

to get the rest they need overnight, to help them get ready to face the next day, and then, at the end of the 
week, to return the church space to it's normal Christian Education function. And that number of volunteers 
doesn't include all the people who prepare and serve the two hearty and delicious meals every day. We are 
fortunate to have so many people in our congregation and in our partner church, St Stephen Lutheran, who 
are willing to step outside their comfort zones and reach out to our homeless guests to make them feel wel-
come. 

We had, on average, 20 men, women, and children staying with us every night during the week. Nothing 
would be better than for the shelter to cease to be needed in our community. But until that day comes, we 
will continue to strive to make the shelter experience more fulfilling for our guests.  

If you are one of those who served the guests at shelter, thank you for your dedication and compassion. 
We look forward to seeing you again in the future. And if you didn’t get a chance to help with shelter, we 
hope you’ll consider joining in when we host it again next winter.  

 

Local Outreach Team 

Christmas Day Shelter:   

Sometimes Things Just Need to Happen! 
 

On Monday, December 22, we learned that many homeless people staying in the Community of Faith 
Mission Shelter in Williamsburg had no place to spend Christmas Day.  Fast forward 24 hours, and a church
-wide email asking for help brought an amazing response from the congregation.  Andy’s office disappeared 
under a mountain of towels and Target gift cards. Hogarth’s Bar and Bistro in New Town donated 25 meals 
and came along to help prepare and serve them. Gift bags of games, scarves, toiletries and other items 
were donated by people in the community who heard that we’d be “entertaining” on Christmas Day.  In ad-
dition, we provided transportation from the shelter to our church in the early morning, an opportunity to 
attend worship, to shower, nap, play games, chat with visitors, stay warm and indoors all day, and trans-
portation back to the shelter in the early evening.  Volunteers streamed forward to ensure we had friendly 
faces in the youth center every hour of the day.  

To the dozens of you who contributed in some way, whether with time or 
money, thank you! In a very real way, on Christmas Day, the hands of the 
new born Christ reached out through us to our neighbors.  

Pastors Kay Barré and Helen Casey-Rutland say “thank you”, and Irish-
man Andy Glascott says “go raibh maith agaibh”. 

 

Local Outreach Committee 
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Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an 
article for publication in the 

Messenger, the deadline for submittals is the 15th of 
the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or 
neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and 
are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and 
content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  
Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Helping the homeless with  

3E Restoration Process 
 

People of faith from a number of churches in Williamsburg and the surrounding counties are working 
together to address the needs of the homeless in our community. This includes meeting the immediate 
needs through the emergency homeless shelter as well as looking for more permanent solutions through 
the 3E Restoration process.  

3E Restoration seeks to transform the life of a homeless Friend (or Family) in Need by empowering, 
equipping, and encouraging them on the path from poverty and dependency to wholeness and productivity. 
3E Restoration is a highly relational process in which a mentor, known as a Servant Leader Coordinator, 
works closely with the Friend in Need to determine what are the barriers that keep the Friend from being a 
contributing member of society and what steps the Friend needs to take to break down those barriers. Sur-
rounding the Servant Leader Coordinator and Friend in Need is a network of All in Friends, non-skilled peo-
ple who help figure out how to meet the goals and who provide assistance and encouragement to the 
Friend along the way.  

Williamsburg United Methodist Church has made the commitment to support the 3E Restoration process 
and now we have an opportunity to take it to the next level by sponsoring a Friend (or Family) in Need. We 
have a trained Servant Leader Coordinator, Carolyn Spencer, in our congregation. She is working with the 
3E Restoration organization to interview potential Friends in Need in order to assess their suitability for the 
restoration process and to gauge their likelihood of success. We, the congregation of Williamsburg United 
Methodist, would provide the All in Friends to help the restoration process by, for example, giving a ride to 
the doctor or to a job interview, or helping to set up an apartment.  

The 3E Restoration is a highly structured and curriculum-based process that has milestones along the 
way to judge progress. There are no guarantees when you are dealing with changing people's lives, of 
course, but the thoughtful way in which the 3E process has been developed and is being carried out greatly 
increases the probability for a successful outcome. Church involvement is crucial to finding solutions to end 
homelessness. We ask for your support and prayers as Williamsburg United Methodist Church moves for-
ward to sponsor a Friend in Need in the 3E Restoration process. 
 

Local Outreach Team 

The Creator’s 
Kids 

 

“The Creator’s Kids,” an inter-
generational art ministry group will 
meet on February 18 at 5:30 p.m. in Room 
303.  Our project for that night will be a kaleido-
scope.   All ages are invited from kindergarten to 
adult.    

Questions?  Contact Michelle Johnson  
johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the families of those 
who have passed away dur-
ing the month of January: 

Harold Page Clark 

Paul Morgan 

Susie Sheldon 

Bob Smith 

Bernita Lithicum,  
mother of Mary Ann Durboraw 

DO YOU NEED HELP 
WITH YOUR PRAYING 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 

not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. Ro-
mans 8:26   

With the various means of communication these 
days, we are seldom speechless!  But coming to 
God at difficult times is very hard.  We are some-
times at a loss for what to say, what to pray, or 
what to ask.  How do we bring to God our deepest 
concerns when we cannot find the words? 

When we communicate with people it is im-
portant to be clear and concise.  But God has no 
such expectations.  God knows that sometimes our 
circumstances leave us totally speechless, and God, 
long ago, gave us the Holy Spirit 
to intervene for us in just 
those situations.   

Rely on the Holy Spirit 
to lead you in prayer.  Just 
remember to “pray without 
ceasing”! 

Thoughts borrowed from 

“The Upper Room”  

Living Fully, 
Dying Well 

  

Are you…. 

 Wondering what you 

need to know to be 
ready when the time 
comes to make end-of-
life decisions for your 
parents?  

 Hoping to ease the burden on your loved ones 

as they try to fulfill your wishes when you can 
no longer advise them?  

 Wishing you could talk more easily about your 

values and desires for the future with the people 
you hold most dear?  

 Feeling eager to focus on shaping your legacy? 

 Worried how to treat your relatives & heirs fairly 

when you know you need to treat them differ-
ently? 

 Wanting to live your life as fully as possible as 

long as possible and then let go in peace? 

This opportunity is for you. Living Fully, Dying 
Well is a 9-session class using curriculum developed 
by UM Bishop Rueben Job. We begin Sunday, April 
12. Classes will meet on Sundays, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 
p.m., through June 14. Register and get your book 
through the church office.  

For more information,  
contact Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland (229-1771 x357)  

or hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org.  

"Hope . . . Beyond Loss" 
 

February 18 - March 25 
Meets Wednesdays 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 

This is a class for participants whose loss has 
been over 6 months ago.  Led by Rev. Jeanne For-

rest, materials used will high-
light writings of Dr. Alan 
Wolfelt, Director of The Center 
For Loss and Life Transitions, 
as well as "Success Principles" 
written by Jack Canfield, co-
author of “The Chicken Soup 
for the Soul” Series among oth-
ers.   

To register, contact Jeanne 
Forrest (503-3550). 

mailto:hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org
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WUMC Endowment Fund Report 

Randy Casey-Rutland 

Judy Craft 

Hal Curtis 

The Endowment of Williamsburg United Methodist 

Church was established to provide members and friends of 
the church the opportunity to make charitable gifts that 

become a Permanent Endowment of the church.  Income 
from investments of the Permanent Endowment is to be 

used for purposes not funded through the annual operat-

ing budget of the church to supplement programs and 
ministries, assist with facility and capital related items, and 

other special purposes such as the Agape Fund. 

As of December 31, 2014 the Permanent Endowment 

had a total balance of $ 1,016,514.42.  In 2014, the En-
dowment Committee approved requests for funding that 

include the following:  

 Local Outreach Committee:  Approved funding of 

$500.00 to support deliveries of food for 130 families 

in need in the immediate area. 

 Global Outreach Committee:  Approved funding of 

up to $11,600.00 for “A Stop Hunger Now” event to 
package 40,000 meals for global distribution. 

 Childrens Ministry:  Approved funding of $500.00 

for expanding and enhancing Vacation Bible School. 

 Early Childhood Music School:  Approved 

$1,500.00 for Project Outreach, a ministry for at risk 
and developmentally challenged children in the area. 

 Communications, Discipleship and Christian Ed-

ucation:  Approved funding of $1,657.00 to upgrade 

audio-visual projection capability in Wesley Hall. 

 WUMC Trustees:  Approved funding of $7,500.00 for 

the repair of the Atrium roof. 

 Messy Church:  Approved funding of $4,665.00 for 

start-up and first year operations. 

The Endowment Committee strives to make the En-
dowment a living and integral part of WUMC. Please con-

sider the Endowment in your plans for giving.  Direct 
questions or comments to any member of the Endowment 

Committee. 

Wayne Durboraw 

Art Grant 

Bill Hill 

Lynn Howell 

Bill Jones 

Joe Meadows 

Endowment Committee Members:   

Terri Morgan 

Ed Overton 

Donna Smith  

Bob Spencer 

George White 


